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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1893. 


To  the  Chairman  of  the  Wilsden  Local  Board. 
Sir, 


In  pursuance  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  T  Uvu  1 
to  present  my  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for  Z  p  a"  °n°lU' 

supplied  by^the^ Wes^Riding^ounty'oiuncih  ^  suTP^ed  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  Table  C 

ssraassasi  £ss  aria*  -  ~ 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Following  the  usual  course  which  I  have  adopted  in  former  years,  I  will  now  summarise  in  tabular 
form  the  Mortality  and  Births  for  the  past  year. 

The  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate  are  based  on  the  Census  Returns  1881  and  1891,  estimated  on  a 
decreasing  population  to  June  1893. 

Population — Census  1881 — 2966. 

,,  Census  1891 — 2764. 

,,  Estimated  1893 — 2721. 

Area  in  Acres,  2638. 


The  probability  is  that  this  Estimate  for  1893  is  too  low  ;  since  as  you  are  aware  there  has  been  a 
considerable  influx  of  population  on  the  re-starting  of  Cullihgworth  Mills,  and  70  new  houses  have  been  built 
and  occupied  within  the  last  two  years.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  Death-rate  will  of  course  be  proportionately- 
lowered  instead  of  raised  as  it  is  seen  to  be  in  the  following  Table — 


Mortality — 1892,  Total  Deaths,  46  I  ^a^es> 

{  Jbemales,  23. 

Males,  28. 

Females,  26. 

1892,  Annual  Death-rate  per  1000 — 16.7 

1893,  „  „  „  —19.8 


1893, 


54 


The  following  Table  is  a  Summary  of  the  Ages  at  Death,  grouped  as  per  Table  A  of  the  Local 
Government  Board — 

Under  1  Year  of  Age  -  -  16  )  Under 

Over  1  ,,  and  under  5  Years,  2)5  Years,  18. 


5 

9  9 

15 

”  1 

15 

» 9 

25 

„  2 

Over 

25 

65  - 

9  9 

65 

„  19 
14 

5  Years,  36 

Total  at  all  Ages,  54 


The  following  Table  is  a  Summary  of  the  Causes  of  Death,  grouped  as  in  the  Local  Government  Board 

Table  A — 


Measles  -  -  1 

Diarrhoea  -  -  4 

Phthisis  -  -  2 

Bronchitis  j 

Pneumonia  -  -  7 

Pleurisy  ) 

Heart  Disease  -  11 

Injuries  -  -  1 

All  other  diseases  -  28 


Total  54 


Tlic  Birth-rate  was  similar  to  that  of  the  preceding  Year. 

Total  Births,  1892 — 76;  Males  34,  Females  42. 

„  1893—76;  „  42,  „  34. 

Annual  Birth-rate  per  1000,  (1892)  27.9 
„  „  „  (1893)  27.7 

1893 — Number  of  Illegitimate  Births,  6. 

1892 — No  Return. 

No  correction  is  made  in  the  above  Tables  for  Deaths  occurring  outside  the  district  among  persons 
belonging  thereto,  or  vica  versa,  for  want  of  any  Returns  bearing  on  the  case. 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Smallpox. — Coincident  with  the  Epidemic  which  has  spread  over  the  whole  West  Riding ;  Smallpox 
appeared  here  in  January.  Tho  first  case  being  an  importation  from  Pontefract,  and  a  serious  one.  As  soon 
as  the  disease  was  recognised  the  patient  was  conveyed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  thorough  disinfection 
carried  out;  all  the  other  members  of  the  household  had  been  vaccinated.  Two  other  cases  occurred  during 
the  first  four  months  of  the  year,  not  in  any  way  connected,  and  similar  precautions  were  taken  ;  with  the 
result  that  the  disease  has  not  appeared  since.  The  two  last  cases  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  but  not 
since,  the  first  was  un- vaccinated. 


Scarlet  Fever. — Two  mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  appeared  at  Harecroft.  These  were  not  removed, 
but  isolated  at  home  and  disinfectants  supplied.  The  origin  of  the  disease  in  this  case  was  traced  to  a  visit  to 
an  infected  sphere  outside  your  district. 

Diarrhoea. — During  the  Months  of  August  and  September,  four  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  occurred.  The 
origin  of  the  disease  was  evidently  misfeeding  and  the  very  great  heat.  The  victims  were  all  infants  under 
one  year. 

Measles. — One  death  from  Measles  occurred  in  a  young  child.  The  family  had  recently  come  to 
reside  in  the  district  and  no  other  cases  were  ascertained.  The  ordinary  precautions  were  taken. 


The  following  Table  summarises  the  whole  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which  were  ascertained 

tktring  the  Year— -  - - - - - 

Total  Number  of  Cases,  23. 

Smallpox,  3.  Influenza,  9. 

Scarlet  Fever,  2.  Whooping  Cough,  3. 

Diarrhoea,  5.  Measles,  1. 


Locality  and  Date  of  Incidence 


Smallpox 

Sliaygate 

J  anuary. 

11  ... 

Harden  Beck  ... 

February. 

11  •  •  • 

Dollyhill 

April. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

Harecroft 

May. 

Diarrhoea 

Parkside  Ter. . . . 

August. 

9  1  ‘  • 

11  •  •  • 

September. 

Measles 

11  •  •  • 

January. 

Influenza 

Main  Street  ... 

January. 

19  •  •  • 

Harecroft 

November. 

11  •  •  ■ 

Dollyhill 

December. 

Whooping  Cough 

Main  Street  ... 

December. 

Cases  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital — 

Smallpox,  3  :  no  deaths. 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Disease — 

Measles,  1 ;  Diarrhoea,  4. 


I  must  again  urge  on  your  Board  the  desirability  of  adopting  the  Infectious  Diseases’  Notification  Act. 
In  the  absence  of  compulsory  notification,  my  efforts  to  check  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease  are  greatly 
curtailed,  and  the  advantage  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  much  lessened.  Not  only  the  danger  to  health,  but  the 
expense  of  coping  with  an  Epidemic  is  greatly  lessened  if  early  cases  are  isolated,  and  the  disease  checked  in 
its  spread. 


I  he  Water  Supply  has  been  of  excellent  quality,  but  during  the  Summer  months  inadequate  in 
quantity  as  usual.  There  has  been  no  farther  complaint  as  to  pollution.  The  New  Public  Water  Supply  will 
therefore  do  away  with  the  only  objection  that  can  be  raised,  namely:  the  scarcity  in  summer. 

The  Food  and  Milk  Supply  has  been  very  good.  I  have  frequently  tested  these  and  have  found 
neither  inferior  quality  nor  adulteration.  The  only  Slaughter-house  used  is  well  kept,  and  the  carcases  there 
I  have  always  found  free  from  disease. 

The  Cowsheds  in  your  district  which  are  regulated  by  the  same  Bye  Laws  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order  are  in  a  highly  satisfactory  condition,  and  are  regularly  inspected. 


There  are  no  Common  Lodging-houses  in  your  district. 


- 4 - 

DRAINAGE  AND  SCAVENGING. 

rl  lie  Scavenging  of  your  district  has  been  well  carried  out  since  taken  in  hand  by  the  Sanitary  Staff, 
and  the  disposal  of  Nightsoil  and  house  refuse  for  agricultural  purposes  on  an  extended  scale,  has  so  far 
fulfilled  all  requirements. 

J  he  Main  Sewer  is  now  comparatively  well  ventilated,  but  the  means  of  flushing  are  inadequate.  This 
can  only  be  remedied  by  a  more  efficient  Water  Supply,  such  as  is  in  progress. 

The  Surface  \\  ater  Drain  has  been  allowed  to  become  foul  by  careless  people  emptying  Slop-water,  and 
the  untrapped  grids  become  offensive  in  warm  weather.  This  will  require  attention,  and  by  strictly 
prohibiting  filth  from  being  emptied  into  them,  frequent  flushing  will  remedy  the  evil. 


The  new  houses  at  Parkside  Terrace,  which  had  by  an  oversight  been  allowed  to  drain  into 
Compensation  Water  Course  have  been  temporarily  accommodated  with  a  Settling  Tank  for  Sewage  of  an 
adequate  size,  and  a  Provisional  Order  has  been  applied  for  to  grant  powers  for  obtaining  a  Permanent  Sewage 
Scheme  for  that  part  of  the  district.  At  present  the'Tank  is  quite  inoffensive  and  the  effluent  is  remarkably 
pure. 

The  following  Table  summarises  the  details  of  Sanitary  Work  during  the  Year: — 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  remaining  from  1892 —  2. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Reported  during  1893 —  8. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Abated  ,,  1893 — 10. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Unabated  at  end  of  1893 —  0. 

Number  of  Sinks  disconnected  and  trapped  during)  19 
1893—  -  -  - 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  erected  during  1893 — -  5. 

Others  -  -  -  0. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  say  that  I  have  found  the  Sanitary  Inspector  most  zealous  and  pains¬ 
taking  in  his  work,  and  ever  ready  to  attend  to  any  instructions  whicli  l  have  had  to  give  him. 


I  am, 


Sir, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  A.  S.  EDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


